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Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 
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Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord                                             January 12, 2014 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     
 The Opening Hymn 
  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                 No. 210 
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements  
 

We Hear God’s Word  
 The First Lesson – Philippians 4:4-9 

4
 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 

Rejoice! 
5
 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 

near. 
6
 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. 

7
 And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

8
 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever 

is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. 

9
 Whatever you have 

learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it 
into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 The Second Lesson – Romans 8:22-27 

 
22

 We know that the whole creation has been groaning 

as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
23

 Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 
sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 

24
 For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 
hopes for what they already have? 

25
 But if we hope for what 

we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
   

26
 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 

We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 

27
 And he 

who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance 
with the will of God. 
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We Witness God’s Saving Grace through Holy Baptism 
 The Baptismal Anthem    
  “Come, Be Baptized”              
   The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (see bulletin insert) 

 
We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 

 
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Scripture Reading – Hebrews 10:19-25 

19
 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 

confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 
Jesus, 

20
 by a new and living way opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, his body,
21

 and since we have a great priest 
over the house of God, 

22
 let us draw near to God with a 

sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, 
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 
water. 

23
 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 

he who promised is faithful. 
24

 And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 

25
 not 

giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching. 

 The Anthem  
  “Worship the Lord”                                                         Salazar 
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon                                        Pastor Jensen 

  “Taking Hold of the New Year: Through Prayer and Worship” 
 The Hymn                                                   
  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”                             No. 682 

 
We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn    
  “Now Thank We All Our God”                                       No. 788 
 The Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Greeters: Brandon & Tammy Hansen 

Ushers: Al Hermanson, Gloria Oberender, Tyler Oberender, 
Dion & Brenda Whipple, Bo Ammerman 

Candlelighter: Luke Wyatt 

Reader: Jaynee Christian 

Sound Engineer: Tim Marienau 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Visitors 
are encouraged to go to the welcome table in the narthex for 
information about our church and a free gift! 

 

If you have a prayer need this morning, you may use the back of the 
white card in the pew rack and place the request in the Prayer Box in 
the narthex by the coat rack. You can also submit prayer requests at 
any time on our new website, www.immanuelstorycity.org. 

 

Baptized today Is Eleanor Hadley Isebrand, daughter of Chris & 
Rachel Isebrand. Nora’s sponsors are Steve & Rachel Martin. Please 
remember this new child of God and her family in your prayers. 

 

Today is our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This fund is used 
for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our church 
buildings.  
 

There will be a time of fellowship in the narthex today following the 
worship service. Everyone is invited.  

 

Attendance last Sunday – 176 

 

Please remember in your prayers the families of: 

 Evvie Severeide, who died last Sunday at Bethany Manor. 
Her funeral was held at Bethany Manor on Thursday. 

 Jim Voga, who died last Sunday at Israel Family Hospice 
House. His funeral was held at Immanuel on Friday. 

 Jeanette Thorsbakken, who died last Sunday at St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Cedar Rapids. Her funeral was held at Immanuel 
yesterday. 

 

Congratulations to Brandon & Laurel Leeman on the birth of their 
son, Cooper James, this past Monday. 
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Thank you to the women who tied quilts this past Thursday. Ten 
quilts were tied for Lutheran World Relief and Beloit.                         

 

January is Mission Month. In the weeks ahead we will have 
representatives from various mission organizations that we support 
share at our 8:30 A.M. adult Class in the Social Hall. Next Sunday we 
will have a representative from our mission committee and a trustee 
share about our mission budget for 2014 and some of the projects 
that will be done to keep the church and parsonage in good shape. 
Please plan to attend, we need your input. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Pennies for the Philippines. Super Typhoon Haiyan, the largest 
tropical cyclone ever recorded, struck the central Philippines on 
November 7, impacting the lives of over 25 million people. The 
Category 5 super storm harbored winds exceeding 200 mph along 
with torrential rain, causing massive destruction and loss of life. Our 
Sunday School classes will be raising money during January and 
February to send to the Philippines. After the church service our 
Rotation kids will be in the narthex collecting donations. 

 

Youth planning on going to Riverside Bible Camp are reminded 
that registrations postmarked on or before February 15 receive a 
discount. As a member congregation you also receive an additional 
$15 discount. The Immanuel congregation also gives scholarships for 
our youth to attend Riverside - $100 for a full week of camp and $50 
for Alpha Camp. Some of the weeks fill up quickly, so you will want to 
register soon. For the various programs and dates be sure to check 
the Riverside poster on the narthex bulletin board, pick up a copy of 
The Riverside Times from the Welcome Table or the youth bulletin 
board, or check out the Riverside website, www.riversidelbc.org. If 
you are in need of further financial help, please let one of the pastors 
know. We want to give everyone an opportunity to go to camp! 
 

Members planning to attend a Lutheran college in the fall of 2014 
are asked to make the Board of Trustees aware of this fact by 
Sunday, February 9 if you would like to be considered for a church 
scholarship. 
 

Parish House. There are a few items at the parish house that 
members are welcome to have for a donation. They include a used 
refrigerator, stove, dining room table and chairs, a dresser, and a 
large section of carpet. Let one of the trustees or the church office 
know if you are interested in any of these items. 

 

 

The Annual Meeting of Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
set for next Sunday, January 19, following the 9:30 A.M. worship 
service. All active confirmed members are eligible to vote. The Junior 
High Youth will serve a dinner following the meeting. Items on the 
agenda will include: 

1. The mission commitment for 2014, 
2. Update on Endowment Fund, 
3. Vote on remodeling project at the parsonage (see ballot 

below), 
4. Vote on change to LCMC Iowa District constitution (see ballot 

below), 
5. Vote on pastors’ salaries, and  
6. The election of new council and committee members and 

delegates. 
 
 

 

Ballot for vote on Parsonage Remodeling 
     Shall the congregation approve the church council’s 
recommendation to spend up to $35,000 to complete remodeling 
projects at the parsonage? 
 

Ballot for vote on LCMC Iowa District constitutional change 
     Shall the congregation approve the following change to the LCMC 
Iowa District Constitution: 

Article 6 – Amendment of Constitution and Bylaws 

6.01   Any member congregation of the Iowa District may 
propose, in writing, an amendment to this constitution. 
The proposed amendment shall be referred, at least four 
months prior to the next convention, to the District Council 
for review, comment and recommendation, and shall 
immediately thereafter be submitted in writing to the 
delegates to the annual convention.  member 
congregations of the Iowa District. The term “in writing,” 
for purposes of this section, shall include submission by 
e-mail. The amendment shall be presented for vote to the 
delegates of the convention. The adoption of any 
amendment shall require a two-thirds majority vote of the 
delegates present at the convention, provided that such 
amendment shall not become effective unless it is ratified 
in accordance with Section 6.08. 
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Ballot for Annual Meeting 
 

Church Officers:   Board of Education: 
President: John Rathmacher  Shayla Ammerman 
Vice President: Sandy Jacobson Deb Olson 
Secretary: Gail Nordholm 
Treasurer: Joel Gabrielson 
 

Deacons: Trustees: Nominating Committee: 
Brad Skaar Erik Christian Brad Waline 
 Terry Greenfield Mary Ruppel 
  Lars Skaar 

Endowment Fund Committee: Kim Sporleder 
Dave Morris                                           Laurie Thompson 
 

Delegates: 
LCMC National Gathering: Gayle Tate and a pastor 
Riverside Bible Camp: Lana McCoy, Steve Olson, Julie Thompson 
Bethany Manor: Edgar Christian, Clayton Gabrielson, Larry 

Hansen, Gloria Oberender, Mike Valen 
Waldorf College: Ole Skaar 
 
Submitted by the Nominating Committee – Gloria Oberender, Karl 

Ostrem, Mike Valen, Tammy Hansen 

 

 

Bible App - The Bible App from YouVersion is a great way to get into 
the Bible more in 2014. The app makes it easy to read, watch, listen, 
and share the Bible with others. It even has Plans, which have a 
selection of the Bible all picked out and waiting for you every day. 
You can get it (free!) for pretty much any mobile device here: 
http://www.bible.com/app.  
 What people are saying about the free Bible app... 

 I always have the Word. I've bookmarked passages that 
are important to me. I've even read the whole thing through 
in a year thanks to the reading plans. 

 Great program! This app helps keep me organized and 
reading God's Word every single day. It is easy to use and 
offers multiple features ... Love it! 

 Wonderful app with a wide selection of Bibles to choose 
from. ... The audio Bibles are also wonderful and easy to 
understand. 

 
 

New Sermon Series 
Do you just quietly ease into the New Year, continuing in your normal 
routines and having the same sense of powerlessness to come 
against your concerns? Take hold of the opportunity the New Year 
brings to experience a fresh start for your life. God is a God of fresh 
starts and he wants to remind you that He will be there for you in a 
new and mighty way in 2014. In January our sermon series will be 
called, “Taking Hold of the New Year.” The themes are as follows: 

· January 5: “Taking Hold of the New Year: Leaving some things 
behind” 

· January 12: “Taking Hold of the New Year: Through prayer and 
worship” 

· January 19: “Taking Hold of the New Year: With His power” 
· January 26: “Taking Hold of the New Year: As a family” 
  

 
Upcoming Events 

 The January Women’s Bible Study will be on Tuesday, January 
21 at 2 P.M. in the Social Hall. Pastor Anenson will continue the 
Bible Study entitled, “We Still Believe.” We hope many of our 
women will take advantage of this opportunity.  

 Please check the narthex bulletin board or Riverside’s website, 
www.riversidelbc.org for information about the following upcoming 
events at Riverside. 

 Mother-Son Pizza and Game Night – January 25 

 The Riverside Gala – February 15 

 Daddy-Daughter Dance – February 22 

 Marriage Retreat – March 7-9 
  
Reminders 

 The Children’s Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers 
for young children. 

 Nursery facilities are available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing.  Please feel free to take your 
child there if needed during the service.  

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430). 

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  
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As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 The Leeman family as they settle in with Cooper at home. 

 The families of Evvie Severeide, Jim Voga, and Janet 
Thorsbakken, that God would comfort them with hope. 

 
We praise God for: 

 The privilege of coming to Him in prayer and worship to hear 
the Word and do His will. 

 

 

 
High School Youth Activities 

Don't Forget - To check out the January newsletter for an 

important announcement about the High School ministry here at 

Immanuel!     

 

We will be - Heading to Perfect Games next Sunday, January 19th 

at 2:30PM.  We should be on our way back to Immanuel around 4:15 - 

4:30 or so.  I hope to see you there! More information will be sent 

out this week.  

 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY from 2:00-3:30!  I hope to see a 

lot of you there! Bring a friend and get ready for a great time.  

There will be important information about our duties at the Annual 

Meeting Lunch.  See you then!  
 
 
 
 
 

January 12 – 19, 2014 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, January 12 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School Classes 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 

 
Monday, January 13 
 

Tuesday, January 14 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
  
Wednesday, January 15 

8:30 A.M. Women’s Bible Study  
6:30 P.M. Junior Choir 
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper - Trinity & Confirmation Youth 
7:00 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

 
Thursday, January 16 
 
Friday, January 17 
 
Saturday, January 18 
 8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
 
Sunday, January 19 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School Classes 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship – Primary Singers Sing 
10:30 A.M. Congregational Annual Meeting 
11:15 A.M. Congregational Dinner served by Middle School 

Youth 
2:30 P.M. HS Youth Group to Perfect Games 
 
 
 
 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR 
ELEANOR HADLEY ISEBRAND, 

DAUGHTER OF CHRIS & RACHEL ISEBRAND 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
     In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus commands us to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  In the waters of Baptism, we are joined to the 
death and resurrection of our Lord and made members of the Body 
of Christ.  Living in fellowship with Him and His people, we grow in 
faith, love and obedience to the will of God. 
     The Gospel of Mark tells us that once some people brought 
children to Jesus for Him to touch them, but the disciples scolded 
those people.  When Jesus noticed it, He was angry and said to the 
disciples, "Let the children come to Me and do not hinder them, for 
the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, 
anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it."  Then He took the children in his arms, placed His 
hands on them and blessed them. 
     Chris and Rachel, you have presented Eleanor for Holy Baptism.  
By doing so, you are accepting the responsibility of raising her in the 
Christian faith.  Before God and this congregation I ask you then, do 
you promise to faithfully bring her to worship, teach her the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, and provide for 
her instruction in the Christian faith?   
     If so, answer: "We will with the help of God." 
     You who are sponsors of this child are to be witnesses of her 
baptism.  You are also to remember her in your prayers and 
encourage her as she grows in the Christian faith.   
     If this is your intention, please answer:  "We will with the help of 
God." 
 

Dear Congregation, 
     Are you as Christ's community, ready to support these persons in 
their duties as parents and sponsors and to remember this one to be 
baptized in your prayers? 
     If so, answer:  We are. 
   

(Please stand for the confession of faith.)  

Pastor:  I address you now as parents, sponsors, and 
congregation.  Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, 
and all his empty promises? 

Congregation:  We do. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church,  
       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.                      

 

Let us pray: 
      O God, the giver of all life, pour out your Holy Spirit upon Eleanor, 
wash away her sins, and make her an inheritor of your glorious 
Kingdom.  Look with kindness upon Eleanor’s father and mother.  
Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for their 
children.  Strengthen them in their own commitment so that they may 
share the salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
      Eleanor Hadley Isebrand, I baptize you in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
      Eleanor, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  Let your light so shine 
before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in Heaven. 
 

Let us pray:   
     God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for 
freeing your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising 
them up to a new life through this Holy Sacrament.  Pour your Holy 
Spirit upon them and grant that they may live a life in close union with 
you.  Amen. 
   

Pastor:  This congregation has a new daughter in Christ. 

Congregation:  We welcome Eleanor into the Lord’s family. We 
receive her as a fellow member of the body of Christ, a child 
of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Pastor:  The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  Peace be with you.  Amen. 


